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[Overview

Talking Keyboards™ text-to-speech speaker and wireless keyboard system
converts typed text to a natural sounding voice in real-time. The speaker and
keyboard combination work right out of the box without setup, and speaks with an
unlimited vocabulary.

Easy to use AAC Augmentative Communication Device

Just type to talk, use any speakerphone to talk over a phone line
Nothing to learn, ready to work when you open the box!
Programmable phrase storage

Operates with an AC wall adaptor and rechargable batteries
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[Getting Started |

Talking Keyboards includes 2 components, the speech generating speaker and keyboard.
The keyboards supplied is shown below.

[(ETaTR]

K-12 Wired Keyboard

Press the Power ON/OFF switch, type on the keyboard, press ENTER, and you're ready to
start talking!

Connect the keyboard USB as shown
Notice the ARROW for orientation!

Refer to CHARGING on Page 8 for additional information.

Step 2:

PRESS the ON/OFF SWITCH and WAIT 30 SECONDS.

The Talking Keyboard takes 30 seconds to power on and be ready for use.

During this time the RED/ BLUE LEDs will FLASH ON/OFF, and talking is not ACTIVE
available.

Step 3:
TYPE TO TALK (“TALK MODE”)

After 30 seconds, the system will wake up, and the BLUE LED will be ' | O
solid on. When talking, the BLUE LED will blink.

Type on the keyboard H e L L o and press Enter to test speakingyour ACTIVE
first word!

Your keyboard is now ready for use!




[Typing To Talk

To start using the Talking Keyboard:
Power ON/OFF switch
Wait until the blue Active indicator is ON, and begin typing to talk.

On the Standard and Palm keyboard, check the ON/OFF switch is in the ON position at all
times. These keyboards power on automaticaslly every time you begin typing and powers off
automatically. The Large Key has no ON/OFF swtich.

To talk, type a word or phrase, then press the enter key.

If you make a mistake typing just press the backspace key to delete the last key- press entry
(or words) while typing.

In normal operation Talking Keyboards waits to
speak until after the ENTER key is pressed!

Advanced features such as auto-repeat, saving phrases, continuous speech generation and
speaking over telephones are described below.

|Using Function Keys to Say Phrases

Function keys can be used to store commonly
used phrases. After programming, pressing any
function key will speak the pre-programmed
phrases.

Atotal of 32 phrases are available. F1 and F2 pre-allocated to special factory stored phrases.
30 other phrases are programmable.

F1 is pre-programmed to speak a

“Hello, | cannot speak and will be
using a speech synthesizer”

F2 is pre-programmed to speak a
“Please be patient while | type responses”
F3 to F12 are User Programmable a —> m

Function key phrases are recorded and saved to memory after the Talking Keyboard is
powered off.

"Alt" and "Control" key combinations may be used to store 20 additional m > ﬂ
phrases. Hold down (or press and release) the ALT or CTRL key, then
press the desired Function Key (F3 to F12) to program phrases. @ - a



[Storing Speech Keyboard Phrases To Memory

4| Record a Keyboard l

Step 1
Press Press the accent/tilde key

Listen Listen for the reply " Press F Key”

Step 2
Select Press the desired key by pressing F3 to F12 k
Wait Wait for the confirmation of the key number to be spoken

Note: 10 phrases may be stored using F3 to F12. 20 additional phrases may
be used by adding the ALT and CTRL key with keys F3 to F12. To program
these press the Alt or CTRL key before the each function key.

Step 3

Type Text Type the text or phrase wish to record

PressENTER Press the 'Enter' key to stop recording

Listen Listen for the audio reply "O.K.", indicating success
stepa

Verii Press the function key to verify the phrase

« The ESC (Escape) key may be used to cancel a phrase recording sequence
« Saved phrases pressed sequentially will be spoken in order and combined.
 Phrases are saved in memory when power is removed.

SAMPLE PHRASES

F3 My name is John Russell, | live at 2, Main Street
F7 Please contact by brother at 203-820-1234
CTRL+F3 Tomorrow

ALT+F3 /am OK, thanks

ALT+F4 I would like to eat

ALT+F5 I would like to call home



[Speaking on a telephone line

You can use Talking Keyboards to speak directly into a telephone using any standard
speakerphone.

Place the Talking Keyboard speaker near the phone and the caller will hear your typed phrases
loud and clear.

[Adjusting Volume and Speech Generation Speed

The Hi and Lo Switch on the Talking Keyboard controls 2 levels of volume. If more
+/- adjustment is required, press the keyboard Arrow Up or Arrow Down keys several times

Talking Speed (time between each word) is adjustable in several steps.

To slow down talking speed, press the Left Arrow multiple times.
To speed up speech, press the Right Arrow multiple times.

To save these settings as a power up default, refer to Setup Mode below.

|Special Key control commands

Enter Press Enter to speak a typed phrase
’Slash’ Repeat last phrase spoken
n 'Tilde’ (refer to "Storing Phrases' in previous section)
a ‘Escape’ Cancel current action, or stop speech
Tab ‘Tab’ Go to ‘Standby” power mode (see page 9)
w Win Power Off command (see page 9)
Arrow Down Lower volume
Arrow Up Raise volume
Arrow Left Slow down speech playback
Arrow Right Speed up speech playback

—» a Pressing the ‘CTRL’ and “B” keys will announce battery power

—> Pressing the ‘CTRL’ and “L” keys toggles Word and Letter modes (see page 7)



[Word Mode and Letter Mode |

By default, your Talking Keyboard speaks words and phrases when the Enter key is
pressed (“Word Mode”). An alternate mode, “Letter Mode” speaks each alphabet letter
or number as itis pressed on the keyboard. To change modes to and from Word to Letter
mode, press the Control and “L” key at the same time. This option may be saved in
“Settings” in the section below.

ﬁ —> n Press the “L” key to toggle from Word Mode to Letter Mode

[Changing Voices and Settings |

The Talking Keyboard is capable of saving your preferences and settings, including
male and female voice, language, volume and speaking rate (fast/slow).

To change voice and save custom settings, you need to enable “Setup Mode”.

0 @ —> B Press the ‘CTRL’ and “S” keys to enable Setup Mode

After entering SETUP MODE (above) you may change options by pressing the keys below

Press “F” to select a FEMALE VOICE

Press “M” to select a MALE VOICE

Press “56” select a SPANISH MALE VOICE
Press “6” select a SPANISH FEMALE VOICE

Press “L” to toggle between Word Mode and Letter Mode

Press “D” to restore all original factory volume and voice settings.

Use the Arrow Keys to change volume and talking speed

0 B Press the “S” key to SAVE the settings and exit Setup Mode

Once saved, the current selection of voice, volume and speech rate will be saved in memory.



[Charging the Speaker

CHARCING THE SPEAKER SYSTEM

p a1 0

e ~ The Talking Keyboard Speaker use a rechargeable battery. In
’-., i normal usage battery life should be one or more days before

//c\ charging is needed.

The Talking Keyboard charging port is shown to the left.

L @)
The RED LED will be solid on during charging with SOLID
supplied AC Adaptor. RED ACTIVE @
LOW BATTERY:
The RED LED will be blinking when there is 30
a low battery. Use the supplied power —
y ppliedp FLASHING

cable to charge the battery RED ACTIVE @

0 Pressing the ‘CTRL’ and “B” key will announce battery power ﬂ —> n

[Charging the Keyboard

The K-12 Wired Keyboard does not use batteries and
does not need charging




[Power Saving Modes

The Talking Keyboard system includes an advanced battery management system. This
includes a ‘standby’ mode that minimizes power when the keyboard is not being used.

Power OFF mode to ON mode time 30 seconds
STANDBY mode to ON mode time 2 seconds

Inactivity time to go to STANDBY mode 10 minutes
Inactivity time to OFF mode 5 hours

POWER ON / WAKE UP (FROM OFF MODE)

The Talking Keyboard takes 30 seconds to power 10
on and be ready for use. During this period the ALTERNATE
RED/BLUE LEDs will flash ON/OFF and talking is RED/BLUE [leillj
not available.

ACTIVE - READY TO TALK
SOLID 10

After “Wake up” the BLUE LED will be solid on. BLUE LED ACTIVE

STANDBY - POWER SAVE
BLINKING 10
After 10 m|r1-utes- of inactivity, or when th(-e BLUE LED ACTIVE @
ON/OFF switch is pressed, the system will go
to STANDBY MODE. During standby, the Blue
LED will blink on every few seconds. Press the ON switch to return to “Talk Mode”.
In normal use, to save battery power, press the ON/OFF switch or use the the “TAB”
keyboard key to set STANDBY mode when done speaking for extended periods.

POWER OFF — BATTERY SAVER MODE

To POWER OFF, where no battery power is used, depress the ON/OFF switch for 2
seconds, or press the “WIN” key on the keyboard. All LEDs will go out. Power off
mode will automatically be enabled after 5 hours in standby with no activity. To
repower, press the ON/OFF switch.

[Technical Support

Technical supportis available M-F 9AM - 5PM EST Telephone: (203) 219-2199
Email:  tsupport@talkingkeyboards.com www.TalkingKeyboards.com/contact-us

This document may contain advance information. Specifications, features and operations described in this User Guide are subject
to change without notice. This product is NOT INTENDED to be used for life-safety or critical care alerts and notifications.
The Talking Keyboards® logo is registered trademark © 2016-2025 (TKUG-V15A)
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F1 Hello, | cannot speak and will be using a
F2 Please be patient while | type responses
F3 Available for saved phrases
F4 Available for saved phrases
F5 Available for saved phrases
F6 Available for saved phrases
F7 Available for saved phrases
F8 Available for saved phrases
F9 Available for saved phrases
F1 0 Available for saved phrases
F11 Available for saved phrases
F12 Available for saved phrases

“ALT” KEY + FUNCTION KEY COMBINATIONS

ALT F3 Available for saved phrases
ALT F4 Available for saved phrases
ALT F5 Available for saved phrases
ALT F6 Available for saved phrases
ALT F7 Available for saved phrases
ALT F8 Available for saved phrases
ALT F9 Available for saved phrases
ALT F10 Available for saved phrases
ALT F11 Available for saved phrases
ALT F12 Available for saved phrases

“CTRL” KEY + FUNCTION KEY COMBINATIONS

CTRLF3 Available for saved phrases
CTRLF4 Available for saved phrases
CTRL F5 Available for saved phrases
CTRL F6 Available for saved phrases
CTRLF7 Available for saved phrases
CTRLF8 Available for saved phrases
CTRL F9 Available for saved phrases
CTRL F10 Available for saved phrases
CTRL F11 Available for saved phrases
CTRLF12 Available for saved phrases
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